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An ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Atlantic, Iowa, by amending Chapter 165, Zoning Regulations.

Be it enacted by the City Council of the City of Atlantic, Iowa:

Section 1. The City Council accepts the Planning and Zoning Commission’s recommendation to adopt a series of amendments of the 2017 Zoning ordinance of the City of Atlantic Iowa, chapter 165 of the City of Atlantic’s code. 
Section 2.  AMENDED ARTICLES. The following articles in Chapter 165 “Zoning Regulations the Code of Ordinances of the City of Atlantic, Iowa, is hereby amended as follows: 
a. Article 17.040: Shall be repealed and replaced as follows: 
17.040 FENCES, WALLS AND HEDGES

Fences (i.e., masonry walls, ornamental iron, chain link, open wood, solid wood, metal, vegetation, etc.) placed on private property, used for any purpose, and shall conform to the following requirements:

1. General requirements for all zoning districts,

A. No fence placed on any lot shall project over the property line.

B. No fence or obstruction shall be placed in the public right-of-way.

C. The height of the fence shall be measured from the grade on which the fence is placed.

D. The finished side of any fence shall be directed toward the street right-of-way and 

adjoining properties.

E. No fence shall be placed within a vision clearance triangle having two (2) sides of 35 feet 
each running along the edges of the pavement or curbs of such streets to form a point in the intersection. (See Exhibit No. 17.040A).

F. No fence shall be placed within three (3) feet of a fire hydrant. No fence shall block 

visibility or access to a fire hydrant from the street.

G. Fences made of lumber or metal shall either be of newly acquired or reconstituted 

materials. Junk and debris shall not be considered a fence.

1. General requirements for R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5, R-6 and P.U.D

A. In a front yard, or street side yard, the height of a fence shall not exceed four (4) feet,

unless its placement meets the setback requirements for principal and accessory structures.

i. No solid or opaque fence shall be placed within a front yard or street side yard which creates a safety hazard by obstructing the clear view of pedestrians or vehicles.

B. In an interior side yard or rear yard, the height of a fence, excepting vegetation fences, 

shall not exceed six (6) feet. Properties abutting an active railroad may erect a fence up to eight (8) feet in height.

2. General requirements for R-l districts:

A. Barbed wire fences 0 to 6 feet in height are permitted in R-l for agricultural use only.
B. Electrically-charged fences located within the boundaries of a conforming fence are 
permitted in R-l districts for agricultural uses only.

3.  General requirements for C-l, C-2, C-3,1-1,1-2.
A. For the Heavy Industrial District (I-2), a fence of twelve (12) feet with barbed wire 
shall be allowed as a permitted use.
B. For all commercial districts and the light industrial district (I-1) fences higher than six feet 
shall be considered as conditional uses. 
4. Required fences.

i. An opaque fence shall be required where any conforming commercial or industrial use abuts a residential district. The fence shall be provided at the abutting side and rear property lines. The fence shall be provided by one of the following methods:

(1) a wood, plastic, and/or masonry fence six (6) feet in height;

(2) a vegetation fence capable of providing a substantially opaque barrier and 
  attaining a height of six (6) feet within three (3) years of planting;

(3) a landscaped earth berm with a maximum slope of 3 to 1 horizontal/vertical, six (6) feet above the existing grade of the property line separating the zoning districts; or

(4) any combination of the described methods that achieves a cumulative height of         

  six (6) feet.

5. Maintenance. Upon placement of a fence, appropriate measures shall be taken by the owner of the 
fence to ensure continued maintenance.
Moved by _______________________________________________ to adopt.  
Seconded by _______________________________________________ to adopt.
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Passed by the Council the ____ day of _______, 2018, and approved this ____ day of ______, 2018.

                                                                                                     ______________________________









David R. Jones, Mayor

Attest:

________________________________

Barb Barrick
I certify that the foregoing was published as Ordinance No. ____ on the __ day of _______________, 2018.








______________________________

Barb Barrick, City Clerk
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