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The Silver Cord Program is a graduation incentive program to promote
volunteerism in the Atlantic Area. Atlantic High School seniors who volunteer
a minimum of 200 hours throughout their high school career will graduate
with a silver cord and be eligible for a $1,000 scholarship provided by the
Atlantic Area Chamber of Commerce.

Why should a student participate?

e Encourages volunteerism

e Allows students to experience the joy of giving back to their
community.

e Volunteering can provide a constructive use of time

e Encourages the exploration of career interests

e Supports youth seeking employment and college admission

e Gives new graduates the confidence to serve in leadership roles after
high school.

When are student eligible for silver cord?
e All Atlantic Area High School students are eligible.
e Students can begin earning hours during the summer of their
freshmen year
e Students MUST have a total of 200 hours (with a minimum of 50 hours
per year)
e Hours will be pro-rated this first year and for new students

How does a student sign up for the Silver Cord program?
e Students submitted completed consent form to the Atlantic High
School
e Student receives Silver Cord Badge for school

How does a student find out about volunteer opportunities?
e Volunteer opportunities will be posted on www.Atlanticlowa.com.
e Student can contact Businesses/Organizations
e Student can contact Atlantic Area Chamber of Commerce or Guidance
Counselor

How do students receive credit and track for volunteer hours?
e Students must have event/activity coordinator sign Silver Cord
Verification of Service Form, found at your Guidance Counselor's office.



e Forms need to be turned in to Guidance Counselor when complete.

How do students apply for the scholarship?

e Eligible students who complete the 200 required hours may apply by
writing a one — two page essay on their experience volunteering and
how it's prepared them for the future.

e Essays need to be emailed to bailey@atlanticiowa.com in the spring of

their senior year.




